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Newsletter July 2021 

Joint Public Hearing: “How to improve air passenger rights during the COVID-19 crisis?”  

At the meeting of 14 July 2021 the PETI Committee held a public hearing jointly with the TRAN 
Committee. Its aim was to assess how effectively the Flight Compensation Regulation (EC No 
261/2004) has been applied during the Covid-19 pandemic. It examined whether the EU legal 
framework on passenger rights is adequate to deal with 
such crises.  

The European Court of Auditors presented its report “Air 
Passenger rights in times of COVID”, concluding that 
passenger rights have not been fully respected and making 
recommendations for their better protection. Finally, there 
was an extensive exchange of views between MEPs, the 
Commission and stakeholders on the air passenger right to 
compensation and the right to information. 

 

European Ombudsman’s Annual Report 2020  

On 14 July 2021 the PETI Committee heard the 
presentation of European Ombudsman’s Annual 
Report 2020 delivered by Ms Emily O’Reilly. 

She noted that the majority of the more than two 
thousand complaints were directed against the 
European Commission, as was to be expected, since it 
is the EU executive arm. The EU Ombudsman’s office 

surveyed the EU response to the pandemic and followed this up with suggestions for institutional 
improvements. Responding in the ensuing exchange with Members, Ms O’Reilly stressed that some 
progress within EU institutions is slow, as entire institutional cultures need to change, yet positive 
evolutions are underway. 

  

Commission’s follow-up to the successful European 
Citizens Initiatives: Exchange of views 
On 15 July 2021 the PETI Committee heard Ms Věra 
Jourová, Commission Vice President for Values and 
Transparency, on the follow-up to the successful European 
Citizens Initiative (ECIs). 

She told Members that the most recent successful ECI -“End 
the Cage Age” - will result in new EU legislation being 

proposed and this will ultimately ban the practices that are the subject of the ECI. Ms Jourová came 
under scrutiny in the exchange of views with Members for the negative response of the European 
Commission regarding the “Minority Safe Pack” ECI. Finally, she stressed her full and continuing 
support for the ECI mechanism. 

  

Next PETI meeting:  1 & 2 September 2021 

See agenda, documents and live broadcast 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/peti/meetings/meeting-documents
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/peti/meetings/meeting-documents
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/peti/meetings/webstreaming
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Petition No 0515/2021 on the fair allocation of EU 
funds in Italy  
On 15 of July 2021 the Committee discussed a 
petition on the distribution of the 
NextGenerationEU fund within the Italian Recovery 
and Resilience Plan. The petitioner was critical of 
the alleged disparities in EU-funded projects 
between the North and the South of Italy, insisting 
on the need to give priority to the most 
disadvantaged regions. The Committee decided to 
keep the petition open, ask for a written reply from 

the Commission and forward for information to the ECON-BUDG Working Group on the Scrutiny of 
the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF WG). 

  

Petition No 0549/2021 on the safety conditions in truck parking areas  

On 15 July 2021 the Committee dealt with the important issue of safety in the parking areas for 
trucks and commercial vehicles on the European road network. The petitioner pointed out that fuel 
and other assets are regularly stolen and that drivers 
are assaulted by gangs. She called for urgent 
measures to amend the EU legislation with a view to 
ensuring the safety and property of drivers. 

After listening to the Commission and Europol, the 
Committee decided to keep the petition open, ask 
the Commission to keep it informed of any legislative 
developments on the issue, ask the TRAN Committee 
and the LIBE Committee for an opinion and 
investigate the possibility to draft with them a joint 
motion for resolution.  

  

Texts adopted in the PETI Committee: 

- Report on the protection of persons with disabilities through petitions: lessons learnt, 2020/2209(INI) 

-  Short Motion for Resolution on LGBTIQ rights in the EU under Rule 227(2) [based on petitions 0402/2020, 
0657/2020, 0712/2020, 0762/2020, 1038/2020, 1179/2020 and 1288/2020]. 

- Amendments to the Budget 2022 
  

 
PETI Secretariat 

peti-
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Follow PETI 

www.europarl.europa.eu/peti/ 
Webstream 

Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Petitions Committee and are provided for general information 
purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the European Parliament. The PETI Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. 
The PETI Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view expressed on these websites. Photos used under the licence of 
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